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Garry Davis Trial Demonstration 


RESISTERS ‘SQUAT’ 
IN FRENCH EMBASSY 


British pacifist gaoled 
in Washington 
How five leading American pacifists “squatted on French soil ” 


in the French Embassy in Washington last week is told in this New 
York despatch from one of them, Roy Kepler, Secretary of the War 


Resisters’ League and Chairman of Peacemakers. 
Winifred Rawlins, a member of the British PPU is serving a 30-days’ 
prison. sentence following arrests in connection with the demon- 


stration. 
From ROY 


ra.3ROUGH Henri Roser of the the French 

Fellowship of Reconciliation we 
learned not only of the action of Garry 
| Davis but that he had come to a complete 
pacifist position. 


We considered this the most important 
news for pacifists since the war in the op- 
portunity it offered to place the non-violent 
alternative before the people of Europe and 
America. 


We transmitted the news to peace 
‘workers in America. Then we tried to get 
into the American Press a_ statement 
signed by pacifist leaders in the U.S., 


Britain, Canada, France, ete. 


On Tuesday, Oct. 4, the day Davis was to 
come up for trial in Paris, a group of us 
went to Washington to the French Embassy. 


A five-person delegation went into the 
Embassy with a letter stating our soli- 
darity with Davis and asking the hospi- 
tality of the Embassy for the day, so that 
a vigil might be maintained on French 
territory. 

Meanwhile a second group walked in 
front of the Embassy with posters calling 
for freedom of conscience in France and the 
world, and calling for people to join with us 
and Garry Davis in seeking world unity 
through non-violence and a break with war. 


Into the police van 


The Embassy called the U.S. State 
Department which in turn called the Wash- 
ington police. After almost an hour of 
poster walking, and with our delegation 
still sitting inside refusing to leave, the 
police arrived. 


The picketers were ordered not to 
picket within 500 feet of the Embassy. 
Upon refusal to cease picketing, they were 
arrested and trundled into a police van. 


In the meantime the French very politely, 
and with high good humour and much 
savotr-faire carefully and gently carried 
each of the five to the sidewalk in front of 
the Embassy. 


As newspaper reporters and_ photo- 
graphers gathered, the five remained where 
they had been placed by the French. 


Four of them were placed on their feet, 
but David Dellinger, a member of the 
WRL Executive Committee and National 


AGAINST ALL WAR 


find some symbolic way to be, as it were, on 
French soil with him 
and to demonstrate 
-lunmistakably our 
solidarity with him in 
his trial, in his sup- 
port of all conscien- 
“| tious objectors and the 
Jeffort to gain legal 
ilJrecognition of  con- 
scientious objectors in 
France, and in renun- 
| ciation of all war and 
‘| violence. 
“| Especially in this 
age when totali- 
tarianigm is advanc- 
ing and threaten- 
ing the democratic 
way of life, we felt 
that the right | of 
peaceful picketing 
should be maintained and that maintaining 
it is essential to preserving freedom of 
speech, as I believe the Supreme Court it- 
self has declared. 
However, our deepest concern was to 
make a clear witness against all war, 
this day when nations are preparing for 


A. J. MUSTE 


atomic and biological war which can only 
mean material and spiritual disaster for our 
own and other peoples. 


It reveals that 


KEPLER 
NEW YORK 


Treasurer of Peacemakers, being heavier 
than the rest had been such a burden to 
his carriers that they had placed him on 
the ground in a sitting position. 


He remained there a moment while look- 
ing over the situation. A policeman ordered 
him to move away from where he was, say- 
ing that he was obstructing the driveway. 
Dave answered that if he moved it wouid be 
to go back into the Embassy from whieh 
he had been moved against his will. 


At this point he was placed under arrest 
for “ disorderly conduct.” 


The other four, being unmolested by the 
police, took up some of the posters and be- 
gan a poster walk and were then arrested 


The group of one dozen was held over- 
night in a local jail, not accepting bund, and 
appeared in court the following morning at 
11. There, all the group except David Del- 
linger entered a plea of guilty to the tech- 
nical charge. Dellinger entered a not guilty 
plea to the charge of disorderly conduct, 
wanting to challenge that charge, since he, 
as all the group, had been completely non- 
violent in act and spirit. ; 

The guilty plea to the charge of illegally 
picketing was made so that nothing would 
obseure the reason for which the group had 
gone to the Embassy. A request was niade 
of the court that one of the group be 
allowed to speak in explanation of their 
actions and A. J. Muste, National Secretary 
of the FoR and Secretary of Peacemakers, 
was selected as spokesman for the group. 
His statement appears in column one. 

The judge then fined each participant $25 
with the alternative of 30 days imprison- 
ment. Having learned by that time that 
Garry Davis has been freed in Paris all ex- 
cept one of the group paid the fine. 


PPU member gaoled 


Winifred Rawlins, an Executive Com- 
mittee member of Peacemakers and mem- 
ber of the British Peace Pledge Union, 
refused out of sympathy for those too 
poor to be able to pay fines; she is serving 
a 30-day sentence. 

The Press gave the demonstration good 
coverage. We hope that our friends in 
France and Europe will know of our readi- 
ness to support their cause and actions— 
not just by »nrotest letters but by direct ac- 
tion in our own land. : 

If a world movement of non-violent war 
resisters is to develop, it is through this 
kind of international action and solidarity 
that it will develop. We urge pacifists to 
spread the news by word and action, to 
urge people everywhere to break with war 
and violence and thus unite mankind above 
all nations. > 

Others who took part in the demonstra- 
tion were Bayard Rustin, FoR secretary for 
colleges, George Houser, FoR inter-racial 
secretary, Wilber Ripey and Howard 
Griffiths, ex-servicemen., William Suther- 
land, William Lovett, Jim Peck and Nat 
Horwitz. 


EIGHT PAGES 
FOR CO WEEK 


On Oct. 28, Peace News will publish 
a special eight-page issue in connection 
with CO Week, to be held from Oct. 29- 
Nov. 5. 

Contributors will include: 


ALEX COMFORT 


for illegally picketing within 509 feet of the 
Embassy. 
Locked up for the night 


JOHN HOYLAND 
R. H. WARD 


Be sure of securing your copy. Place 
an order with your newsagent today. i 


THREEPENCE 


BIRMINGHAM PEACE 
WEEK NUMBER 


“TF we want peace we must work for it,” 
is the slogan adopted by the Birming- 
ham Peace Council for the Peace Week 


| 
| 
which opens on Oct. 16. 
The week is supported by the following 


- 


nine organisations: 


Peace Pledge Union; 
Fellowship of Reconciliation; 
Crusade for World Government; 
Friends Peace Committee; 
British-Soviet Society; 
International 
Peace; 
International Friendship League; 
Christian Action Fellowship; 
Women’s International League. 
Details of the open-air and indoor meet- 


ings and film show taking place during the 
week appear in “ Notes for your Diary ” on 
page 5 

The following Birmingham pacifists have 
contributed to this issue of Peace News. 


WILFRED WELLOCK 
JOHN HOYLAND 
HARRY HILDITCH 
GLADYS JEFFERY 


Voluntary Service for 


How Garry Davis 
was released 


(GARRY DAVIS, “ World Citizen, No. 1,” 

was relased last week after being tried 
on a charge of being in France without 
identity papers. The magistrate considered 
there were extenuating circumstances jn his 
case and gave a sentence of 8 days im- 
prisonment which meant immediate release. 


The maximum sentence is one year and 
the minimum 15 days. . 
Large crowds surrounded the Court 


House on the day of the trial and a number 
of leading French lawyers offered their 
services to Garry Davis. 


Among eminent writers who sent testi- 
monies, the reading of which occupied most 
of the 1% hours of the trial, was Georges 
Altman, editor of Frane-Tireur, who de- 
clared that members of the French Govern- 
ment should be in the dock since they knew 
that Garry Davis was in France without 
identity papers, 


A number of French Deputies are to in- 
troduce a Bill which, if passed, will give 
rights to French conscientious objectors. 
Garry Davis has asked his followers to have 
confidence in the French Government and 
has ended his vigil outside the Cherche- 
Midi prison in the light of this development. 


In Hamburg a number of World Citizens 
staged a protest march on the day of the 
trial. 


Roy Sherwood writes from Paris: 


4 ARRY DAVIS, sentenced to eight days’ 
“7 imprisonment for his latest. offence 
against the police regulations governing the 
residence of foreigners in France, continues 
to be a thorn in the side of the authorities. 


As he had been in custody for a week, he 
was liberated as soon as judgment was 
delivered. But he refused to sign the docu- 
ments he should then have signed, and 
wants to be prosecuted, not merely as a 
technical offender against police regulations, 
but as propagandist for the right of con- 
scientious objection to war. 


In the meantime, while the French 
authorities would like to get rid of an 
“awkward customer,” our Garry Davis 
himself is making friends among the police- 
men and officials with whom he is brought 
into daily contact. 


The German Central Committee of the 
World Citizenship Movement has announced 
that the Municipality of Heren will be glad 
to offer him asylum. But in view of the 
publicity value of his consistant tribulations 
in France, it remains to be seen whether the 
astute Garry Davis will want to accept that 
offer. 


There'll be two of them 


A small German town is not as good a 
platform as Paris, and Davis can hardly 
help looking upon the news from Swedea 
as a sign that his long and solitary cam- 
paign is beginning to bear fruit, 


There should soon be another World 
Citizen: Anders Arthur Clarin, hitherto a 
sympathiser of Davis, has formally peti- 
tioned King Gustav to relieve him of his 
Swedish citizenship, because “he does not we 
want to continue to be a citizen of a fully 
sovereign nation, with all that such 
citizenship implies.” 
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WHAT WOULD 
YOU DO IF.......? 


AST week we published a letter 

reporting two questions put to 

an airman who had been in a bombing 
Squadron during the war. 


Asked what were his sensations 
while releasing bombs over a city, he 
replied, ‘‘ Absolutely none.” 


Asked what would have been his 
reaction if he had been in a ground 
force and were ordered to enter the 
city and massacre the women and 
children, he replied, “I should have 
refused to do it.” 


Recently a somewhat similar con- 
versation was reported to us. <A 
pacifist asked two acquaintances, a 
Colonel and a Naval Commander, 
what they would do if, at a critical 
point in a battle, the only way of 
obtaining some vital information was 
to torture a child. 


The Commander said, “ Have to, 
I suppose. Shouldn’t like it of 
course. The Colonel replied, 
“Hm. Rather lose the war.” 


Conscientious objectors to military 
service are so familiar with the 
“What would you do if .. ? kind of 
question that it has almost become a 
joke. And we all agree that such 


” 
. 


inquisitions are tests less of ~con-| 


scjence than of mental alertness. 


But in view of the nature of 
modern warfare the time has come 
to turn the tables and demand that 
conscientious approval be subjected 
to the same tests as conscientious 
objection. 


Thousands of young men are being 
carefully trained to do from a dis- 
tance things so unspeakably foul that 
few could do them within sight and 
hearing of the results. 


It is fantastic that they should be 
permitted to degrade themselves to 
that sub-human level without being 
questioned as to why they should be 
given exemption from civilised be- 
haviour. 


Of the three combatants questioned , 


as above, only the Nava] Commander 
could be accepted as a conscientious 
approver. And if all conscripts were 
questioned, we believe that far less 
than one in three would be found 
able to pass their “ viva voce” exami- 
nation, we believe the average would 
be far less than one in three. 


No man should be allowed to. join 
an air force without being asked by 
a tribunal: “What would you do if 
you were told to drop a bomb which 
you knew might hit a maternity 
hospital? ” 


And if he could not give a satis- 
factory moral reason for perfoming 
that indescribably inhuman act he 
should be drafted for non-combatant 
service, or, if his reply was particu- 
larly feeble, he should be removed 
from the military register and re- 
turned to civilian life. 


With right of appeal? Yes, if you 
like. Let’s be democratic. 


Peace News is open for the expression 
of all points of view relevant to pacifism. 
Articles in it, whether signed or unsigned, 
do not necessarily represent the policy of 
the Peace Pledge Union, of which it is the 
weekly organ. Nor does the acceptance of 
advertisements imply any endorsement of, 
or PPU connexion with, the matter 
advertised. 


VENHERE is one important point in 

matters of politics and world 
affairs that is forgotten by political 
writers throughout the year until 
their holiday brings it home to them 
once in every twelve months, with 
something of a shock: the fact of 
other people’s indifference to all the 
things that go to make up politicians’ 
and political writers’ lives. 


In my own case, ten days so far have 
elapsed of my late summer holiday—seven 
of them spent on the south coast of England, 
and three in Paris—have seen me through 
the first phase of this annual experience, 
of incredulous surprise; and have brought 
me to the second, which stands for resigned 
acceptance of the unfortunate truth. 


The vast majority of people never give 
any thought at all to international affairs, 
and build their political opinions on home 
affairs and the country’s economic needs 
by the simple process of adding together 
their needs and their wishes, and then find- 
ing plausible excuses for condemning as 
sheer nonsense anything that might stand 
in the way of comfort for themselves and 
greater prosperity for their trade or occupa- 
tion. 


The Central Problem: Self-interest 


T will not do to sweep this out of the way 
as being natural and obvious. it is; 
but it is also the centre of all our problems. 
And, until it is solved, there will be no 
break in the sequence of events which begin 
with the individual lack of consideration for 
a compatriot and end in post-war difficulties. 
The man whose business or employment 
depends on the price fluctuations in petrol, 
wool, cotton or green peas has to be extra- 
ordinarily far above the human average 
before he is ready to take a world view on 
anything his government may propose that 


threatens him with a reduction in his 
earnings. 
Searching, moreover, for the cheapest 


sources of supply and the best markets in 
which to sell, he even lacks the material 


By ROY SHERWOOD 


time to study the international implications 
of his personal wishes; and if he buries his 
head in specialised reports affecting his 
business, he generally fails to see that his 
feet are digging themselves more deeply into 
the soil of one of those group interests that 
are the despair of all world improvement 
planners. 


The Stock Exchange 
—and Mrs. Brown 


THAT is how the Stock Exchange could 

think it right and proper to aim at 
millions of pounds of profit on gold shares 
over the sterling devaluation, while millions 
of housewives of the lowest-paid sections 
of our workers were painfully counting 
how many extra shillings and pence the 
weekly bread bill for the family would come 
to under the same_ export-improving 
measure. 


It is a far cry from the Saturday shop- 
ping expedition to the advantages of a 
cheaper pound sterling. Who is to blame 
Mrs. Tom Brown for thinking less of a 
million pounds worth of exports than of a 
shillings worth of bread in the present 
separateness of individual and _ national 
endeavours? 


That unhealthy sturdiness 


TPHE same unhealthily sturdy individual- 

ism, I imagine, was at the root of a 
Folkestone chemist assistant’s remark to 
me two days after the devaluation debate 
in the House of Commons. Speaking with 


the air of a convinced patriot, he volun-) 


| PEN FRIENDS 


teered the information that he ‘“ would 
gladly have stuck a knife into Aneurin 
Bevan "’ when he read his Churchill-taunting 
speech in the debate. It is almost unneces- 
sary to add that it also turned out that he 
did not happen to have a single friend or 
personal acquaintance who needed a new 
house or flat. 


The same sturdy individualism 
with a more pronounced bent towards the 
financially practical, was clearly the unin- 
hibited motive behind my taxi-driver’s de- 


After ten years— 


STILL THE SAME 


Wall Street exists to make 
money and no sentimental con- 
siderations can be allowed to ob- 
scure this high purpose. The 
market goes up when Wall Street 
feels confident that the continua- 
tion of the war is going to bring 
further orders for steel and aero- 
planes and rubber, and goes down 
whenever Wali Street has ‘periodic 
uneasy doubts whether war orders 
will keep coming in. 

—Robert Waithman, 
Chronicle, Oct, 3, 


News 
1939. 


Leading U.S. purchasing agents 
after a five-week course in pur- 
chasing management at Columbia 
University issued the opinion today 
that there are only two avenues 
along which a depression is likely 
to develop: 

(1) The possibility that we will 

talk ourselves into one; 

(2) The eventuality that Russia 
will declare and_ practice 


peace, 

—United Press dispatch 
from New York, May 7, 
1949. 


STEPS TO PEACE 


What the Conference is 


T has been obvious for a long time 


that there are almost as many 
approaches to pacifism as there are 
pacifists and that while we are un- 
animous in our renunciation of war, 
there is no unanimity among us as to 
what are the first steps to peace. 

If we were a party in the usual political 
sense it would be easy to formulate a pra- 
gramme for acceptance by the majority 
and the rest could take it or leave it. But 
being a minority movement it is time we 
‘learned to respect the minority opinions of 
our own folk. We each have something to 
learn from the other and the advocacy of 
a “party” line is. to be avoided. 


* 


Too often in the past a small group has 
advocated a course of action which may or 
may not have been accepted by the move- 
ment, but quite often the result has been 
that those who advocated the course of 
action hived off into comparative obscurity 
if they were unsuccessful, or if they suc- 
ceeded, others who differed from them 
drifted away. 

This has been ‘reflected in our local 
groups. When they have been successful 
it has been because they have followed a 
set line, perhaps religious or political, pro- 
pagandist or social service. Broadly speak- 
ing, groups could be labelled in this way, 
so that, on the whole, only a fraction of 
pacifists have been catered for even in the 
most successful groups. 


c: The Conference programme appears on 
page four. 


By MOLLY BARLEX 


Hon. Organiser, London Area of the Peace 
Pledge Union 


Consequently, up and down the country 
there have been more pacifists living in 
splendid isolation than have been in contact 
with a group of like-minded people. 


* 


This state of affairs ought not to con- 
tinue. 


Most of us appreciate the value of fellow- 
ship, or even of simply knowing where we 
may come across “ kindred spirits ’’ in time 
of difficulty; and no pacifist should have to 
remain in the wilderness because he may 
have strange ideas or because he thinks 
that the others he knows have even stranger 
ideas. 

We must surrender the thought that 
only our own exclusive brand of pacifism 
can lead to salvation. 

The time has come to get together with 
all those who think alike and want to work 
on the same lines, while at the same time 
saying to those who think differently: “ We 
don’t see eye to eye with you on such and 
such an issue, but if you really believe you 
are right, then good luck, and no doubt we 
will meet again on the path to peace.” 

And tnav really is the purpose of the 
Conference on Nov. 5. No attempt will be 
made to produce an elaborate blue print of 
Society as it ought to be. Men and women 


with similar interests will be meeting to- ' Peace News, Ltd., and address them to 
gether and simply considering ways and | Accountant, ; 
means for working and thinking together: Road, N.4. / 

| 


again, | 


| 


| Germany in 1929. 


; ment in 19387. 
| been revived by its president and founder 


A Holiday Commentary 


~_—<- 


termined effort, late this afternoon, to ™ 
duce me to pay him three hundred and fifty 
frances for a journey from the Louvre ' 
the Madeleine. To do him justice, he [00 
it in good part when I refused to play 7) 
the part of the innocent lamb. | 
The papers were just coming out with | 
front-page articles on the Cabinet resigt| 
tion. The news of that left him complet! 
cold, but he was eloquent on the price @|} 
petrol for his car and of butter for 5%! 
cooking—which brings us to that vexed | 
question of comparative living costs. 


“Freedom ” from rationing: 
the rest! | 


T is no wonder that Prime Minis | 


Queuille should at long last have fous | 
internal dissension too strong for 
Cabinet to continue, and his Labovl 
Minister unwilling to keep in line with th 
stop order against wage increases. 

Official figures just published show tht 
retail prices to have gone up by anothel| 
four per cent. during September. 
vaunted absence of rationing restrictio™ 
boils down to the fact that anything ° 
gourmet may fancy ean be bought in aly 
quantity he likes at prices which ninety 
people in every hundred cannot afford, 2%) 
that a pound of butter costs 6s, Ordinal! 
necessities are dearer than in England, al 
wages are lower. The bulk of the peoplé 
far worse off than in England, live a sof 
of back-stage life of which the tourist | 
the terrace of the Cafe de la Paix sees | 
nothing. 


- | 


NE of the activities which can bring * 

great deal of pleasure, serve a real | 
educational purpose, and forward the wort | 
of peacemaking, is the carrying on © | 
friendly correspondence with people 
other parts of the world. 

There are many organisations which a! 
prepared to put would-be correspondents 8 
touch with one another, and some of them 
try to maintain contact by publishin8 
journals and forming groups which keé 
the letters passing and give an opportunity 
to discuss the lives and views of distamt 
friends. na 

One of them, Worldclub was founded 1 ! 
It had 6,000 members 3% 
various parts of the world when it W45| 
banned by the National Socialist Gover?’ 
Since the.war ended it has 


Johannes Clasen, and is growing rapi ly 
again. Already it publishes a month 
news-sheet in German, English and Frencl 
and has offices in Denmark, Spain, Maltar 
USA and England. The London Secretary } 
is Ronald Eames of 7 Oakhill Park MewSr 
Hampstead, NW3. 

Another is The Caravan of East and West 
which issues from its American head’ 
quarters a quarterly newspaper and 
monthly “ Pen Friends Guide” which give’ 
the names, addresses and brief particulat 
of about 200 people, mostly young, in mat 
parts of the world who want correspo?’ 
dents. The Caravan tries to establish 2% 
organisation in each country, and_ thé} 


address of the Caravan of England is at} 
Buckingham Street, Strand, London, WC2| 


about” 


in the future to the end that war may bf! 
abolished. t 
At last we will be making an attempt 

use the abundance of specialised knowledg* 

ability and talent, which is within the mov@ 

ment and which can be released withow! 

\committing anyone to anything which thel 

dg not understand or with which they 4 

not agree. 


Fe ee 
FORTUNATE MEETING || 


HAVE been fortunate in meeting * 
Mr. X ... in my ward who gives ™ 


reader from his bed in a London hospit 
* I myself have a piece of shrapnel in 
lung—this happened during war servic” 
I do really have to laugh at myself no¥? 
Mr. X has shown me by his perfect ar 


£ 
| ments how futile war is. ... (PN) is gol) 


| os J 
the paper when finished with,” writes a ney 
$ 


to help me a greatdeal when I argue abe 
the biassed manner in which the da¥?7 
papers present news.” 

Even in a hospital ward Mr. X has be€ 
able to secure a new reader. We e 
every reader who is fit and well to sec 
two during the next month—or how 4 
a bumper response to the Forward F 
to show our two friends in a London hos? 

ital that they have an influence reach! 
| far beyond the four walls of their ward- 
i May they soon be home again. R 
THE EDITO 10) 

Contributions since Sept. 30: £14 6s. 
Total for 1949: £421 11s. 1d. o 
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The world is moving towards an 
economic impasse--says WILFRED WELLOCK 


THE 


E dollar crisis is an omen which 

we shall ignore at our peril. It 
came as no surprise to me, although 
I must confess that its approach 
filled me with grave apprehension. 
In my very bones I felt that it was 
the beginning of a policy which 
Might end in bankruptcy and ruin. 


It irresistibly brought to my mind all 
‘ose heart-rending experiences I went 
‘Arough during my six months in Germany 
from the end of 1919, when I studied the 
Speration of that terrible inflation which 
plunged a whole nation into hopeless penury 
and poverty, while foreigners poured in and 
Iterally bourht up the place for an old song 
With currencies of high purchasing value. 


When the German inflation was at its 
Worst, there was a devaluation of the Mark 
very day, 

© meet this situation wages were paid 
fach night, so that workers could turn them 
Sto goods before tomorrow’s devaluation 
Sent up prices still further. 

Yen in 1920 one could engage a suite of 
7ooms and live like a lord at the Adlon, in 
quter den Linden, Berlin for a shilling a 
“ay, while the German people crept to 
nit factories and back to their homes, fo 
meen the bulk of their leisure in bed be- 
4use there was no coal in the grate. 
~ h recall, too, how I completely fitted up 
With tal with 21 beds for rickety children 
pl the money I saved on my keep, sup- 
Enented a little by gifts sent from 
ngland. 


Britain’s move towards inflation 


wit articles which I wrote in the between- 
dg years, I stated that after a_ second 
tei war, Britain would probably have to 
javel at least some way on that infla- 
nary road, I have never ceased to dread 
ie event, and shudder every time I see 
“Ens of its approach. 
2 ! explained to many of my audiences dur- 
vat my recent U.S. lecture tour, what de- 
la Uation might mean. Yet next year, 
ine’ numbers of Americans will be com- 
«8 to Britain and other European coun- 
faces to have a good time on commodities and 
Te which to them will be exceedingly 
thenPS° cheap that what we receive for 
w ™ will buy much Jess than heretofore of 
N, t we need to buy from their country. 
€vertheless, we shalj all welcome them, as 
‘eving for them is a form of export. 


CBCO ten years old . 


°rerunners of Peace, by Albert Tomlinson. 
Vemy 8vo. 16pp. and cover. (London: 
URCO, 6, Endsleigh Street, W.C.1., 3d.) 


IS, the tenth annual report of the 
z Central Board for Conscientious Ob- 
80 ‘ors has been written by Albert Tomlin- 
ae who recently retired from the secre- 
of hiP, atter two-and-a-half years in that 


Le = 


wolthough the decrease in the Board’s 
rent: has been commensurate with the more 
ni tricted liability to military service it 
D €s to provide just as careful and sym- 
athetic ‘help for the present day fore- 
Ners of peace as it did for the larger 
°ups in wartime. One of the most im- 
“tant cases with which it has concerned 
Self during the past year is that of a boy 
Neo: while still at school, fought the 
national Service Acts from the Magistrates 
SUrts to the Court of Criminal Appeal, 

Ing a Borstal sentence changed to one 

twelve months imprisonment. 
ten’ Report, which contains the annual 
Hecunts, has an introduction by the Rev. 
d Try Carter and a characteristic cover 

1gn by Reinganum. 

T.R.D. 
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This absurd situation is due to the com-~ 
plexities of that fetish of “ world trade 
for which Britain has been so largely re- 
sponsible. 


It is now deemed that British credit 1s 
lower than that of America, in consequence 
of which, Britain must be penalised by hav- 
ing: to sell cheap and buy dear in America 
and the other dollar countries. This, of 
course, will reduce Britain’s wealth and 
credit still further, as I will presently show. 
Such is the nature of trade in this crazy 
world. 


Breakdown of an unbalanced economy 


Hence just as we and others once lived 
cheaply at Germany's expense, now certain 
countries are going to live cheaply at our 
expense, which means that we shall give 
goods of a high labour value for goods of a 
lower labour value. 


This will mean that many of our costs of 
production will rise, and thus that when 
competition for markets becomes severe, as 
it shorily will, our competitors with a 
higher credit standard may be able to reap 
some advantage, which may once again 
compel us to devalue our currency. More- 
over, the situation will be aggravated by 
social unrest on account of the lowered 
standards of living, and demands for 
higher wages. 

Considered in its broader aspect, the 
dollar crisis is merely the latest phase of the 


CRISIS 


RITAIN must face the fact that her economic 
system, established by the Industrial Revolu- 
tion, has broken down. Only war can result from 
the efforts of industrialist nations to force their 
surplus production on each other. y 
salvation lies in a balanced economy for all nations. 


The way of 


process of economic collapse that has been 
in progress ever since 1914. 


For ten years the British people have 
been on a regime of austerity, and the 
present outlook belies all the rosy forecasts 
of the politicians four or five years ago. All 
hope of bridging the import-export gap by 
1952 has vanished, while a new gap has 
appeared, the dollar gap, which in less than 
six months has compelled the devaluation 
of the pound. 


The dollar crisis has the same root cause 
as the import-export crisis, which, as I 
have repeatedly pointed out, is the break- 
down of the economy of the Industrial 
Revolution and the policy of “ world trade” 
to which it gave birth. 


Moving towards an impasse 


Today that policy is being rapidly under- 
mined by the expansion of industrialism 
and the change-over from an_ unbalanced 
or primary, to a balanced or mixed primary 
and secondary economy, in the pre-war 
agricultural countries, 


Until that fact is squarely faced and its 
significance realised by Britain, and also by 
the United States, there will be no perma- 
nent improvement in Britain’s dollar or 
import-export position. On the contrary, 
her economic situation will continue to de- 
teriorate while devaluation will follow de- 
valuation until the prospect of complete 
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‘Ten Years Ago 


from Peace News, October 13, 1939 


The ‘“Stop-the-War” challenge to the 
war parties reaches a climax today. 


For today the electors in the Clack- 
mannan and East Stirling division of Scot- 
land go to the poll confronted by the clear 
issue of peace and war. 


* * * 


The “ Stop-the-War” demand is growing. 


Mr. Lloyd George, who urged in Parlia- 
ment last week that the idea of an inter- 
national conference should be carefully con- 
sidered, is reported to be receiving hundreds 
of letters of support from people of alt 
parties. 

= * o 


Thirty-four thousand, nine hundred and 
seventy-one copies of Peace News were 
printed last week—the highest figure 
reached during the _ three-and-a-quarter 
years it has been in existence. Every copy 
has been sold, 


breakdown brings her to a realisation of her 
true position. 


In the post-war era, with world industrial 
production expanding at a more rapid rate 
than ever in the past, and America, Britain, 
Germany and Japan making bigger de- 
mands than ever before for world markets 
to absorb surplus production, as in the case 
of America, or to buy the imports which 
previously came from hidden exports, as in 
the case of Britain, or, from the necessity 
of feeding more people from less land, as in 
the case of Germany and Japan, the world is 
moving towards a gigantic impasse in which 
those nations will suffer most whose econo- 
mies are farthest from balancing primary 
and secondary production. 


Only by resolving this issue can the third 
world war be avoided and the solid founda- 
He tit a stable and peaceful world order 

e laid. 


PEACE—BUILDING 


T six o’clock on the evening of 
Aug. 6, 1945, I was staying with 
the Iona Community, 


This Community is trying in many in- 
teresting ways to apply today the ideals 
which St. Columba lived out on that little 
island off the West coast of Scotland four- 
teén hundred years ago. 


During the day we had been at work on 
the reconstruction of the old monastry 
buildings, that they may become again a 
power-house of peace-building Christianity, 
from which men shall go out, as Columba’s 
men went, to many parts of the world, to 
dig, to build, to heal and to sing Christ 
back into war-ruined lands. 


Suddenly silence fell in the common-room 
where we were sitting. Dr. George Macleod, 
the leader of the Iona Community, and one 
of the greatest of peace-building Christians, 
said to us, “ Now we will listen to the six 
o-clock news.” 


A moment later we were all staring at 
each other 


in consternation and George ; : } 
| preparation at six months, and this was 


Our path in this 
new epoch 


by 
JOHN 8S. HOYLAND 


Macleod was marching up and down the 
room in deep agony of spirit. 


We had heard of the dropping of the 
atomic bomb on Hiroshima. 


The Apocalyptic date 


But we did not know then, as we all know 
now, that human history changed catastro- 
phically and for ever, with that demonic 
crime. 


One aspect of this change is that we in 
Britain must make it the main point of our 
national policy to keep out of war. 


We were told in October, 1945, by the 
most distinguished atomic scientist on our 
side of the Atlantic that if ever we go to 
war again with a properly prepared enemy 
—and he put the peridd needed for such 


-; four years ago—our cities and the popula- 


GAZETTED 


“In Argentina recently, the Virgin Mary 
was made an honorary general of the Army. 
She receives no salary, but is assigned from 
the public treasury a viaticum of ten dollars 
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SHADOW OVER THE SOCIAL SERVICES 


tions in them wil! last fifteen minutes. 


| This means that in effect, though we 


have not realised it yet, since Aug. 6, 
1945, there have been only two kinds of 
people, peace-builders and — suicidal 
lunatics. 

Before that apocalyptic date it was pos- 


of war as an institution, and of any parti- 
cular war. Since that date such argument 
is merely insane hissing in a snake pit. 


lt is as mad to argue about the rightness 
of war, as about the rightness of earth- 
quakes, or bubonic plague. 


The beginning of enlightenment 


Of course it is difficult to get people to 
understand what has happened. Ignorance 
and apathy, and the wishful-thinking which 
refuses to be enlightened, are everywhere 
apparent around us (though not to the same 
extent as in the United States, where the 
fear bred of an appalling sense of blood- 
guiltiness is already flinging people from 
sixteenth-storey windows). 


There 1s, however, a growing body of 
enlightened opinion in Britain demanding 
that, whatever the Americans may say, 
there shall be an attempt made to “ talk 
sense with Russia” with the object of es- 
tablishing a World Atomic Controi, which 
will in effect be a World Government, into 
whose hands these deadly new powers may 
be put, that they may be used to banish 
want and starvation from human experience 
instead of bringing humanity to an end. 


Gandhi’s lead 


Last year the greatest peace-builder for 
many centuries laid down his life redemp- 
tively, that the fighting factions in his own 
country might find peace, and that the Un- 
touchables, regarded traditionally as sub- 
human, might gain freedom. 


We know now that it was because of his 
unfailing loyalty to these two great causes 
that Mahatma Gandhi was condemned to 
death, and “executed” by the Hindu ex- 
tremists. 


Before he died he had urged upon the 
attention of humanity the project of building 
a federal world government, which should 
do away with armies and armaments. 
Gandhi was chosen posthumously as First. 
President of the World Republic by the 
Commission of distinguished American con- 
stitutional and juristic experts which re- 
cently issued the draft World Charter, for 
consideration by the Peoples’ Conventior 
which it is proposed to call next year, on 
the basis of one representative per million 
of the earth’s population, to prepare the 
way for the setting-up of a World Govern- 
ment which shall take over the atomic dis- 
coveries, 


The example in action 


But Gandhi's significance as a _peace- 
builder goes far deeper than this. During 
the last year or two of his life he went 
unprotected and defenceless to stand be- 
tween bloodthirsty fighters and their vic- 
tims, and to make peace again where a” 
peculiarly atrocious form of civil warfare 
had apparently bred ineradicable hatreds. 


As this “pilgrim of eternity” went on 
foot trom village to village where only 
Moslems were left (all the Hindus having 
been butchered or driven away homeless), 
in order to re-build a peaceful and ordered 
life between the two communities, he was 
doing something far bigger than ending 
civil war in India. 


He was showing what a Christ-inspired 
spirit of reconciliation may do for 
humanity as a whole, under sentence of 
death from the atomic bomb, and driven 
by fear and guilt daily nearer the abyss 
of atomic war. 


It remains for us to hammer away at the 
question of how that spirit ean be expressed 


for the building of peace between East and 
West. 


“The method of the Cross ” 


When Gandhi stayed at Woodbrooke 
College, Birmingham, in 1931, he asked for 
us all, staff and students together with 
himself and his Indian friends, to sing our 
English hymn “ When I Survey the Won- 
drous Cross.” 


Afterwards he said that this hymn ex- 
pressed the method by which, as he believed, 
any oppression and wrong, however mighty, 
can be overcome. 


He spoke of the five aspects of this 
“Method of the Cross”: first, awareness 
that evil exists (we in this country are still 
burying our heads in the sand in face of 
atomic war): second, the resolve to fight 
evil (in this case to get war finished with 
for ever): thirdly, the knowledge that evil 
can never be overcome by force which, 
however seemingly victorious, only drives 
the evil deeper into the heart of humanity: 
fourthly, the certainty that every form of 
evil can be overcome by patient, suffering, 
redemptive good-will which is content to 
endure the worst that evil can do side by 
side with its victims: fifthly, the fact that 
though the peace-builder may die at his 
task, if he persists unfalteringly in this 
spirit, the triumph of his cause is certain, 


In this faith Gandhi lived and died. What 
of ourselves, in relation to the situation 
between Eastern and Western power blocks 
today, and the question of atomic control? 
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known pacifist and PPU member, 


BIR MINGHADNES aishop ana another wet- 


Harry Hilditch, are featured on this 


page which also carries a report of the activities of the Birmingham 
Fellowship of Reconciliation. 


| TWO BISHOPS OF ‘BRUM’ 


} A contrast of extremes 


ROM the pacifist point of view, there is no city in Britain which shows ° 


} The present Bishop, Dr. E. W. Barnes, 
1) who on September 29 completed the 25th 
year of his rule, is the only Bishop to adopt 

the absolute pacifist position. 
; A splendid but unfortunate isolation, per- 
é haps; but, as the late Rev. R. H. le Mes- 
surier once said, replying to the complaint 
of poor pacifist representation in Church 
leadership‘ One bishop in forty is a 


0 ‘ 


DR. BARNES 


At a service in Birmingham Cathedral 

last week to commemorate the 25th anni- 

ia versary of his appointment, he said that 

he had no doubt that sooner or later, and 

perhaps much sooner than most people 

expected, the teaching of Christ would re- 
establish itself. 


Many said that in Christianity there 
was no message for a war-rent world. 
They were wrong. Many people also 
scorned Christian pacifism. They too, 
were wrong. 


The Quaker 
Peace Testimony 


, We believe (in) the utter futility, in the 
long run, of all human “retribution” of 
subjecting the criminal, be he man or 
nation, to any restraint or treatment which 
4s not accompanied by love and wholly 
remedial in purpose and working. 


Always there ix need for persistent 
prayer and longing prayer on behalf of 
these offenders or enemies for their true 
selves behind the repellant facade of their 
appearance 


—Stephen Hobhouse 


The above is an extract from “The 
Quaker Peace Testimony,” an anthology 
compiled by Jos. S. Rowntree and Helen 
Byles Ford and published by the Friends 
Peace Committee, 6d. 


such marked progress in ecclesiastical leadership as does Birmingham. 


pretty high average compared with other 
trades and professions.” 

And that is only a mathematical estimate. 
Qualitatively, the average is even higher. 
It is with some justice that the Birmingham 
Mail called Dr. Barnes “ unquestionably 
the outstanding figure in the Established 


Church,” and adds, “Since the death of 
William Temple there is no one whose 
opinions and influence carry greater 
weight.” 


As a distingiushed theological scholar 
and scientist he has made himself the centre 
of far-reaching religious controversy by 
his conception of the relation between 
Christianity and modern science. As a 
socialist and pacifist he makes an equally 
unusual challenge to public opinion. 


A change from this... 


By way of contrast it is worth recalling 
the very different figure who occupied the 
throne at Birmingham Cathedral during the 
first World War. 


In August, 1915, when the controversy 
over conscription was well under way, the 
then Bishop of Birmingham, Dr. Henry 
Russell Wakefield, wrote to the Daily Mail 
under the heading, “Why Delay?” ad- 
vocating immediate conscription. 

He said, “ Those of us who are social re- 
formers, as well as those who desire that 
all that is best under God shall be brought 
out of the nation, have become persuaded 
that universal service will help towards this 
end, ... Apart from the present necessity, 
I believe, and have done for years, that 
universal service is part of that righteous- 
ness which exalteth a nation.” 

This drew from the late R. L. Outhwaite, 
one of the Libera! MP’s who were opposing 
conscription in Parliament, the following 
lyrical observations, which were published 
in the Labour Leader (later the New 
Leader) of Aug. 19, 1915: (NB. At that 
time Comic Cuts belonged to the proprietor 
of the Daily Mail and The Times): 


The Bishop knelt before the Lord 
And prayed for his fiock a boon. 
He placed his trust in the bloody sword 
And the drill of the smart platoon. 
“Thy Kingdom Come” 
(Prayed the Bishop of Brum), 
“ And send conscription soon.” 


He prayed to God that guileless youth 
Might be saved from peaceful ruts 
To learn the sergeant’s saintly truth, 
And the bayonet twist—in the guts. 
“Thy Kingdom Come” 
(Prayed the Bishop of Brum), 
“On earth as in Comic Cuts.” 


He prayed in the name of the Holy Ghost, 
In the name of the pitying Christ, , 
In the name of the ‘limes and the Morning 
Post, 

And surely that sufficed. 

“Thy Kingdom Come” 

(Prayed the Bishop of Brum), 
“But the Hun must first be sliced.” 


He prayed that soon the Daily Mail 
Might blazon the Maker’s will: ; 
That the blood which ran in the Holy Grail 
Was shed that men might drill. 

“Thy Kingdom Come” 

(Prayed the Bishop of Brum), 
“Lord! teach us how to kill.” 


STEPS TO PEACE CONFERENCE 


This important Peace Pledge Union 
conference will be held at Friends House, 
Euston Road, London, N.W.1, on November 
5, 1949, from 2 p.m. to 8.30 p.m. ‘ 

The object is to discuss the pursuit of 


peace in and through various phases of life. 
After an opening session from 2 to 2.30, at 
which the Conference Chairman, Vera Brit- 
tain, will give an opening address, the con- 
ference will divide as follows: 


SPEAKER 


| mittee was started 


COMMISSION CHAIRMAN 


7 (a) Arts and Letters Phyllis Vallance 
(b) Education Roger Richmond 


Richard Ward 
Harold Pratt 
Roy Walker 


(c) Non-violence Vera Brittain 
(d) Politics 
(e) Propaganda 
Cf) Religion 
(gz) Science 
(h) Social order 


Each commission will discuss the pursuit 
of peace in its particular field from 2.30 to 
5, when there will be an adjournment for 
tea (at Friends House, price 2s. per head). 
From 6 until 830 the conference will re- 
sume in full session to hear reports from 
the commissions, draw up conclusions and a 
plan for future action. . 

Every group is asked to send a delegate, 
Y and individual members will be welcomed. 


Eric Tucker 

Roger Page 
Patrick Figgis 
Geoffrey Tattersall 
Frank Dawtry 


Minnie Pallister 
Sybil Morrison 
Albert Belden 
Alex Comfort 
Wiltred Wellock 


Tickets for the conference will be 2s. 6d., 
to be sent on application. Every member 
of the conference will be asked to express 
a preference for one or more of the com- 
missions, and in assigning members to the 
various commissions, this preference will be 
borne in mind. 

Early application for tickets is requested, 
and should be addressed to the Conference 
Secretary, Dick Sheppard House, 6 Ends- 
leigh Street, London, W.C.1. 


: It is hoped that one result of the conference will be the establishment in addition 
to the PPU geographical groups, of groups of like minded people covering at least 
4! those spheres represented by the commissions at the conference, 


Those things 


for peace 
By HARRY HILDITCH 


Ten years ago ex-Army Captain and 
PPU member Harry Hilditch gave up 
his Birmingham business of gun-metal 
merchant. He was following one of the 
implications of the PPU Pledge to “ re- 
nounce war” which was later put into the 
words: “take the most creative and con- 
structive action in the face of existing 
circumstances.” He writes: 


WNODAY, on October 6, 1949, I find 

life not so simple. I doubt if I 

fully comprehend what are _ the 
“existing circumstances ” today. 


Ten years ago it was easy to contract 
out of war. Today I find it not so easy to 
contract out of those things that make for 
war. You, dear reader, may know what 
they are. To me things are anything but 
clear. 

Do you remember 1931 ? 
very well. 


I remember it 


It was the one time in my life when I 
bought pure-grain gold with the help of 
the bank, and some days later sold it at 
about 40 per cent. profit. 


I also remember 1936—when there were 
readjustments in the value of the Dollar, 


The FoR in 
Birmingham 


By GLADYS M. JEFFERY 


PPuHE World Council of Churches, meeting 

in Amsterdam last year, was unable to 
reach unanimity regarding the attitude of 
the Christian Church to war. That the 
Church should speak with three voices on 
this most vital matter is surely a challenge 
to all Christians. The Assembly’s Report 
included these words: 


“We must frankly acknowledge our 
deep sense of perplexity in face of these 
confilicting opinions, and urge upon all 
Christians the duty of wrestling con- 
tinuously with the difficulties they raise 
and of praying humbly for God’s 
guidance.” 


The Birmingham branch of the FoR, feel- 
ing concerned to bring together Christians 
who hold divergent points of view on the 
question of war, and to provide an oppar- 
tunity for frank discussion of the difficul- 
ties which are involved, has arranged a 
public meeting during Birmingham’s Peace 
Week on Oct. 20. This will be held at 
7.30 p.m. in Friends Meeting House, Bull 
Street. The speakers will be Dr. Alex 
Wood, Chairman of Peace News Ltd., and 
Canon Warman, Vicar of Aston. 


= * *. 


At a meeting of the Branch on Sept. 26, 
John Ferguson of Durham University, 
spoke on “Presenting Pacifism to the 
Churches.” He offered many helpful sug- 


gestions, and urged the importance of our | 


witness to the Christian church, which, in 
its refusal to accept the pacifist’s case, is 
presenting Christ in less than his fullness. 


* + + 

A Fellowship meeting of a _ devotional 
character, is held on the first Monday in 
each month at 6.30 p.m. at Bull Street 
Meeting House, and anyone who cares to 
share that time of fellowship is very wel- 
come. Other meetings, on topical subjects, 
are also held, usually once a month. 


+ «+ * 


A few months ago, an FoR Youth Com- 
r in Birmingham, the 
members of which have been particularly 


concerned to find practical expression of ! 


their pacifism. Clothing for Arab relief 
has been collected and dispatched and they 
are now seeking to make the need for this 
relief known more widely. Hospitality for 
overseas students in the town is another 
concern, shared by older members of the 
Branch, and it is hoped to give more of 
these students the opportunity of visiting 
English families in their homes. 


* + ” 

The Youth Committee held a weekend 
conference on Sept. 24 and 25, which was 
led by John Ferguson. The Christian basis 
of pacifism and its implications were djs- 
cussed and the weekend proved very helpful 


to those who will be shortly visiting Church | 


youth grounvs to present the pacifist 


message. 


IRENOUNCE WARAND WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 


This pledge, signed by each member, Is 


the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send 
YOUR pledge to 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St., WCI 


which make | 


HARRY HILDITCH 


the Franc and the Pound. I bought coppely 
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contracts but because I knew I should be 
able some days later to sell at a_ profit 
which I did. 
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Christianity or 
War — Which? 


“TJNTIL we recognise that Hiroshima 
. was wrong, we shall not know what 
is right,” the Rev. Claud Coltman, MA, 
D.Litt, told the FoR Area Conference held 
In Rugby on Oct. 1. 


Although people might not know the 
night thing to do at any particular moment 
of crisis he said, they could be very certain 
that some things were wrong. By re- 
Nouncing what was wrong they could be 
ed to a clear view of what was right. 


It was possible our leaders were being 
‘mpelled by the development of atomic 
*eapons to do what they ought to have done 

Ore; namely, to abandon military 
Methods and instead risk everything in 
Tusting and having confidence in those who 
ere designated enemies. 


No miracles from statesmen 


. He referred to a debate on the relations 
°etween East and West, in which two nokle 
Lords of considerable standing had eagh 
‘id that only a “miracle” could prevegt 
4 disaster. But statesmen do not perform 
miracles. Only God does that, and it was 
“@ business of the churches to bestir them- 
‘elves to help this miracle to take place. — 
is would not be the first time in hjs- 
“ry the Church had been compelled by 
{ree of events to make a right decision. 
_tt was like Christian locked in, the dun- 
ele of the Castle of Giant Despair: it had 


AoPe, lying stricken, was crying out for 


i tstian to pluck out his key and try it 

2 the lock. 

tis as simple as that: we have only to 

Cut into the open-air of faith, and have 
ence in our opponents.” 

; fter all, to demand an_ international 

Vente energy commission with power to in- 
Stigate was to ask from both sides the 
% thing—confidence and trust. 
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FoR Re-dedication 
* Service 


(ANON C. E. RAVEN, Master of Christ’s 
th College, Cambridge, gave the address at 
tn FoR Re-dedication Service in St. 
artin-in-the-Fields Church on Oct, 6. 
pvnon Raven, who is president of the 
gtish Fellowship, took as his text certain 
The old has 
Behold all things have be- 
‘amd new and al] things are of God who 
lee Teconciled us unto himself in Christ 
gees, and given us a ministry of recon- 
lation.” 
it ;¢ Urged his hearers not to be depressed 
Bhp eir numbers were small, if people 
thered contemptuous and unmoved. If 
*r branches could only become branches 
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mesed away. 
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Other!” 
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VERA BRITTAIN’S TOUR 


On Wednesday, Oct. 5, Vera 
Brittain, Chairman of the Peace 
Pledge Union, left London on her 
tour of England and Scotland. 
Below are reports of meetings at 
Bournemouth, Weymouth,  Ply- 
mouth and Bristol. 


BOURNEMOUTH 


AT Bournemouth on Oct. 5 an audience 
= which packed the hall, standing in 
every available space, was disappointed 
because Rhys Davies had been unable to 
come at the last moment, but ended by 
cheering Vera Brittain, not only for carry- 
ing on with the meeting alone in spite of 
an accident which had damaged her ankle, 
but because of her forthright pacifist 
message. 

So great is the enthusiasm in the Group 
that they intend to get Rhys Davies to 
come for another occasion and are com- 
mencing to plan another meeting at once. 

Collection £14, 


WEYMOUTH 


TPHAT there is still discrimination against 

pacifism even in Church circles was 
again shown during the preparations far 
the meeting at Weymouth where the use 
of at least one hall was refused. 

Perhaps Weymouth is rather typical of 
the places where there are particular diffi- 
culties in proclaiming the pacifist message, 
so that although the audience was not as 
large as had been hoped, the meeting was 
certainly not without its encouragement, 
especially as the majority of those present 
appeared from the questions to be members 
of the non-pacifist majority. 

Full use was made of the opportunity for 
questions and undoubtedly many of those 
present had some of their misconceptions 
about pacifism removed. 

One member of the audience expressed 
his desire at the end of the meeting to 
pay for the hall. 

There was a ready sale for the postcard 
photographs of Vera Brittain which she 
autographed. 


PLYMOUTH 


TPHE Plymouth Group had made energetic 

preparations for the meeting, putting 
up posters on bombed sites and distributing 
leaflets. They had also sold about 160 


| shilling tickets as some provision against 


the total expenses. 

The meeting was held in the modern 
Central Hall, and although it was not full 
—a sudden and heavy fall of rain in the 
early evening almost certainly made the 
audience smaller than it would otherwise 
have been—the meeting proved to be both 
interesting and encouraging. 

The Chairman was Kate Spurell, well- 
known throughout the Area for her long 
and active anti-war propaganda. She took 
the opportunity of explaining the origin, 
aims and purpose of the PPU. 

Stuart Morris followed with a considera- 
tion of the effect of the knowledge that 
Russia had exploded an atom bomb. 

He claimed that because pacifism was the 
expression of an absolute truth it did not 
change with changing circumstances, and 
their message remained the same. 


So far as the general situation was con- 
cerned it was probably improved rather 
than worsened. However necessary it might 
be to control the use of atomic energy and 
outlaw both atomic and biological warfare, 
that was not enough. 

The real choice was between the accep- 
tance of the method of war, unlimited and 
increasingly destructive, and its renuncia- 
tion in favour of constructive peace making. 


Why people fear 


Vera Brittain, emphasising the fact that 
fear was one of the predominant causes of 
war, analysed the main reasons why people 
felt afraid. 

Claiming that the only way to meet fear 
was by the “ acceptance” of the situation 
from which the fear sprang, she showed 
constructively what a difference would be 
made if we would frame our foreign policy 
in such a spirit. 

The only way to cast out fear was by the 
method of love, and that was the essential 


The full time available was taken up with 
questions which were perhaps rather un- 
usually apt and searching, proving both the 
interest of the audience and the effective- 
ness of the meeting. 


BRISTOL 


JYOLLOWING a Bring and Buy Sale in 

the afternoon of Saturday, Oct. 8, the 
Friends Meeting House was full at 6.30 to 
hear Vera Brittain. Laurence Housman, 
who was staying in Bristol, came to the 
meeting and sat on the platform with. the 
speakers. Sybil Morrison made an appeal 
and collected £20. 


Better than Army pageant 


The sun was shining on an army recruit- 
ing display as the PPU stand was set up 
on Bristol Downs the following Sunday 
afternoon. Sybil Morrison rapidly drew the 
crowds who apparently found the pacifist 


(Continued on page six) 


method of pacifism. 
A New 


“TS it not surprising, Ebenezer, that in 

the rush to earn dollars, the Govern- 
ment has forgotten one of its most 
treasured monopolies ?” 

“With the drought on Master, I should 
think spuds is ———.” 

“T am not thinking of potatoes, my good 
friend, though your suggestion is on a far 
higher plane than most. There are those 
who rely on whisky to meet the emergency 


“Shame, I calls it !” 

“JT heartily agree Ebenezer, though our 
motives differ! Others put their faith in 
those air-polluting juggernauts, which are 
responsible for more casualties on our roads 
during peace, than our armies suffer in 
war!” 

“ Kind of unloading our troubles on the 
Americans ?” 

“Fortunately for our national sense of 
morality, my discovery enables us to” be 
generous without expense, solve our finan- 
cial problem, and be the means of carrying 
throughout the world an emblem of free- 
dom, a spiritual and ethical symbol, capable 
of welding humanity into one, contented 
brotherhood!” 

“ An’ ’ow you gonna do it, Master ?” 

“By exporting Soap Boxes, Ebenezer!” 

“You ain’t pulling me leg ?” 

“Know, my dear colleague, that with a 
Soay/Box as your pedestal, you may, in any 
public park—providing the police do not 
arrest you for your own safety—deliver an 
address on any drivel the human mind has 
yet aborted !” 

“ Good old England !” 

“Your enthusiasm does you credit 
Ebenezer, especially when we know, that be- 
cause Soap Boxes are unknown in Russia, 
you dare not advocate Capitalism !” 

“ gh ty 

“And are you aware that for similar 
reasons, you cannot support Communism in 
America, and not be an enemy of the 
State?” 

“Ts that so?” 

“ And do you know that in Spain, you will 


_ Export 


probably be shot if you advocate Com- 
munism?” 
_‘‘ Nice world ain’t it ?” 

“And that in my dear Greece, you cer- 
tainly will be shot if you support either 
Communism or Capitalism in the wrong 
place ?” 

“Wot a mess !” 

“China differs somewhat. There, you 
change your ideas according to the army of 
occupation. If you are too late, your family 
sorrows for you!” 


“Sort of got to keep your ’ead, eh 
Master ?” 
“ Er——quite so Ebenezer! Now, from 


the illustrations given, is it not obvious 


SOCRATES GARDENER 


AND 
THE 


that, but for the absence of Soap Boxes in 
all these lands, there would be complete 
freedom, comparable with our own. ?” 

“You've got something there Master!” 

“Consider dear colleague. At the centre 
we have a Socialist government, introducing 
conscription, for war with Russia,—no 
doubt as penance for our lack of success jn 
1917, when we invaded that country without 
provocation !” 

“The wind ’as changed Master !” 

“Freedom of opinion is warranted by the 
exclusion of Communists from the Civil 
Service, and nes 

“Whew ! That compost heap !” 

“Extending beyond our island borders, 
we have the most powerful military forces 
of our peace-time history, trained and 
equiped to bespatter the earth with the 
blood of those who dare to voice ideas on 
freedom, conflicting with our own !” 

“Ah! — They are the places to send the 
the Soap Boxes to Master !” 

“You jest Ebenezer! Such places are 
quite unimportant! Besides, whoever 
heard of packing cocoa, tin, copper, oil, 
gold and rubber in Soap Boxes !” 


Country Quaker 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS & 


rat this ia a free service, we reserve the 
%, y select for publication notices sent 
"tg nevertheless desire to make it aa 
tag yet a service as we reasonably can, 
Rerefore urge organisera of events to: 


lets Send notices to arrive not 
T than Monday. 


Pia Include: Date, TOWN, Time, 
st free trent. (hall, street); nature of 
)., N.4. tereta Speakers, organisers (and 


Ty’s address)—preferably in 
order and style. 


7.30 p.m. 8 Ends- 
“Authority and the In- 
- A. Ridley; Central London 


Ute. 7.30 p.m. Friends Meeting 
plan: Stramangate; Vera Brittain; 
P , Morris; Chair: Rev. H. 0. Evana: 


Ho eX AL: 


Saturday, October 15 


ten, FPON: 3.30.8 p.m. Adult School 
wtthroy gt Lane; Stuart Morris, Bernard 
Np OP8 (EK tea, music 


Andrew's, 
N Hall; Peace Conference; Vera 
aeons 3 Emrys Hughes, MP, Sybil Mor- 
‘3 p0 p.m. Study Circle at Cran- 
Renfteld St.; BPU. 
¥ C : p.m. Friends Meeting 
tead Ryatiton Hill. Woodhouse Lane (be- 
| (AY mec? Yorkshire Area PPU Quar- 
renee ting ; members invited to attend 
bo in same building (1s. 6d.); 


4.30 pm. Warley Institu- 
lig, “ejiq; {2s Pound Road; Reunion, tea 
Ta. ening: music, games, dancing ; 
wy, 9-3 proceeds to HQ Fund; 
R. Starkie, 40 Parsone Hill, 
Oct. 12 if atending; Oldbury 


WALDEN: [Bie Pat 
es House, High Street; Cam- 
4 FoR meeting; gepeaker: Percy 


| 3u. 
HiAFPRO 
bittds ylN 

hy ite 


pbinag Sunday, October 16 
| fu. UNGH AM 
Mat Weel Le 12 noon: Birmingham 
pete egy bru. public meeting; 
Pter: gARK: 6 pm. Openair meeting; 
a NsEuRe”t Morris; PPU. 

tings ne PA 11 am. Open-air 

© Newington Peace Group. 


HIGHBURY CORNER: 11 a.m. 
air meeting; Islington PPU., 


EDINBURGH: 8 p.m. Oddfellows Hall. 
Forrest Road; Vera Brittain, Emrys 
Hughes, MP; “The Crisis—Peace or 
War?”; PPU. : 


Monday, October 17 


BIRMINGHAM: 12.45 p.m. Birmingham 
Peace Week; Bull Ring meeting; Gerald 
Underwood and Clifford Almond; Crusade 
for World Government. 


BIRMINGHAM: 7.30 p.m. Birmingham 
Peace Week; Frienda' Mecting House, 
George Road (3 mins. from Five Ways); 
“ Pacifism—lIdealistic or Realistic’: Canon 
Roberta; Chairman: Rev. Alan Knott; 
Society of Friends. 

BIRMINGHAM: 7.30 p.m. Birmingham 
Peace Week; Selly Oak Friends Meeting 
House, Bristol Road; “‘ The Responsibility 
of Christians in Present World Tension”; 
Rev. F. R. Pryce Parry, Mrs. J. Hammond 
and Wilfred E. Littieboy; Chairman: Rey. 
W. Arthur Tutt; Society of Friends. 


LEEDS: 7.30 p.m. Chuch_ Institute, 
Albion Place; John Rankin. MP, Vera 
Brittain, Sybil Morrison; PPU. 


Wednesday, October 19 


BIRMINGHAM: 12.45 p.m. Birmingham 
Peace Week; Bu)] Ring mecting; Rev. E. 
Charles; British Soviet Society. 

BIRMINGHAM: 7.30 p.m. Birmingham 
Peace Week; Moseley Road Friends Meet- 
ing House (‘The Institute); ‘“ The Rele- 
vance of Our Peace Testimony”; Joyce 
Stewart; Society of Friends. 

LUTON: 8 p.m. Friends Meeting House, 
Castle Street; ‘My Trip to Germany”: 
Cura Southgate: PPU. 

BIRMINGHAM: 7.15 p.m. Birmingham 
Peace Week: Frienda Meeting House, Bull 
Street; ‘The World is Rich,"' Paul Rotha 
Documentary also ‘‘Hungry Minds” end 
“ Children of the Ruina’'; admiesion free; 
Organiser: Connie Jones, 35 Hampton 
Road, Birmingham 6: PPU. 


Thursday, October 20 


BIRMINGHAM: 7.30 p.m. Birmingham 
Peace Week; Bull Street Friends Meeting 
House (opp. Greys); ‘‘ The Churcheg and 
War”: a publie discuseian between Canon 
Warman (Vicar of Aston) and Dr. Alex 


Open- 


Wood, Chairman of Peace News, Ltd.; 
Chairman: Canon Roberta; FoR. 
BROMLEY, KENT: 8 p.m. Central 


Hall, London Road; “ Christianity and 
Conscription "; Rev. A. D. Belden; Society 
of Frienda. 


WOLVERHAMPTON: 7.30 p.m. Con- 
gregationa! Church, Lea Road; meeting: 
Rev. Clifford Macquire; FoR. 

WELLINGBOROUGH: 7.30 p.m. Cen- 


tral Hall, Silver St.; Vera Brittain; PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.2: 1 p.m. Lincoln's Inn 
Fields; Open-air meeting; Sybil] Morrison; 
PPU. 


Friday, October 21 


BIRMINGHAM: 12.45 p.m. Birming- 
ham Peace Week: Bull Ring meeting: 
John Hoyland; FoR. 

BIRMINGHAM: 7.80 p.m. Birmingham 


Peace Week; Digbeth [Institute (Small 
Hall); ‘Ban that Bomb”; Dr. Fremlin, 
Rev. E. Charles; Chairman: Rev. W. 
Romanes; British Soviet Society. 
PECKHAM: 7.45 p.m. Co-operative 
Hall, Rye Lane; Vera Brittain, Stuart 
Morris: Chair: Phyllia Vallance; ‘* Way— 
We Say 'No’"; PPU. 


LONDON, W.C.1: 7.30 p.m. 8 Ends- 
leigh Gardens; ‘‘ Conflict of technique and 
human nature"; 8rd in series ** Authority 
and the Individual "; Centra] London PPU 
Group. 


Saturday, October 22 


GLOUCESTER: 7 p.m. 18) Bloomfield 
Road; Social evening, concert and re- 
freshments;: FoR. 

KENDAL: 2.45 p.m. Friends Meeting 
House; Area Conference; ‘ The Oppor- 
tunity for Pacifism’; John Ferguson; FoR. 

SHENFIELD: 5.30 p.m. Scouts Hut: 
Area Conference; ‘The Fellowship"; 


Hugh Faulkner; FoR. 


Sunday, October 23 
HYDE PARK: .7 p.m. Open-air meet- 


ing; PPU. f 
FINSBURY PARK: 11 a.m. Open-air 
meeting; Stoke Newington Peace Group. 
HIGHBURY CORNER: 11 a.m. Open- 
air meeting; Islington PPU. 


Thursday, October 27 


CARDIFF: 7 p.m. The Cory Hall. nr. 
Queen Street Station: Public meeting: 
speakers: Rev. Alan Balding. Vera Brit- 
tain, Rhys Davies, MP; Chairman: Rev. 
R. J. Jones; FoR. 


LONDON, W.C.2: 1 p.m. Lincoln's Inn 
Fields; Open-air meeting: Sybil Morrison; 
PRUs 


Friday, October 28 


LONDON, W.C.1: 7.30 p.m. 8 Enda- 
leigh Gardens; “‘ Control and Initiative”; 
Hugh Brock; Central London PPU Groun. 


PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 


LATEST TIME for ecpy: Monday before 
publication. 


TERMS: Cash with order. 8d. per word, 
minimum 2s. 6d. (Box No. 6d. extra). 
Please don't send stamp, in payment, 
except for odd pence. Marimum length: 
50 words. Address for Box No. replies: 
Peace News, $ Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

When corresponding with PN abou: an 
advertisement, quote its first words, claasi- 
fication, and date. 


We reserve the right to hoid over ad- 
verticements and to limit the frequency of 
continuing advertisements. 


MEETINGS 

WEIGH HOUSE Charch. Duke Street, 
W.1. (Bond St. Tube), Sunday evenings at 
7. The Gospel of Peace! Social hour 
follows. 


ACCOMMODATION 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Reform 
Vegetarian Guest House for happy holi- 
days or restfu] recuperation; all modern 
comforts. A. and . &. Ludlow, The 
Briars, Crich, Matlock. (Station: Amber- 
gate. Tel.: Ambergate 44). 

ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE vege- 
tartan and diet reform. Others welcomed. 
Sea front, small village. Innisfree, St. 
Mary's Bay, Ashford, Kent. 


EDUCATIONAL 


SPEAKING & WRITING lessone (cor- 
resepondence, visit) 5e. Dorothy Matthews, 
BA, 82 Primrose Hill Road, London, 


N.W.3. PRImrose 5686. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 


FOR SALE. Stock and buildings in- 
eluding eectiona] bungalow, £1,200. Seven 
acres arable and pasture, rent 10s. per 
week, Apply R. W. Ryde, Broadgate 
Farm, Warmington, Peterborough. 

REFILL YOUR own ball pen with 
“ Selphy] ” ball pen ink. Sufficient for 
15 average pens with simple filling in- 
structions. 33. 8d. post free. Duerden, 
BM/EFFORT, London, W.C.1. 


LITERATURE. &e. 
QUAKERISM Information and Litera- 
ture respecting the Faith and Practice of 
the Religions Society of Friends, free on 
application to the Friends’ Home Service 
Committee, Friends’ House, Evston Réd., 
Leréon. 


PERSONAL 


FRIENDSHIP CLUB. Become member 
of Northern Europe's largest club for 
friendly correspondence and _ exchange. 
Write to: The Fellow Circle, P.O. Box 721, 
Stockholm 1, Sweden, 

_YOUNG MAN invites offers, sugges- 
tions for an interesting Christmas holiday. 
Box 97. 

MARRIAGE BUREAU. Absolute 
privacy guaranteed. Details free. Mary 
Blair (Room 69), 147 Holborn, E.C.1. 

LAMBERT, EDITH (teacher). Addrene 
and information sought. Sidcup PPU 
member 1937, resident New Eltham and 
Tonbridge or Tunbridge Wells, afterwards 
Rhodesia. Write Box 101. 


SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTED 


FIRST-CLASS duplicating, ete. Mabeh 
Eyles, 29 Rokesaby Avenue, Landon, N.&. 
MOU 1701. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


WAR RESISTERS’ International wel 
comes gifta of foreign stampa and uz- 
damaged air mail covers. Please send ta 
WRI, Lansbury House, 88 Park Avenuf 
Bush Aill Park, Enfield, Middlesex. 


2S 
PLEASE HAND THIS 
TO YOUR NEWSAGENT 
Please deliver PEACE NEWS 
to me weekly 


‘e 
To M..... 


(Newsagent’s name) 


NAME. sccsccccesscecnccciveteteetere 


AGOrees vo... ccosccsscescossssccecccerereecen trea eam 


Note to Newsagent—PEACE NEWS 1s pub. 
lished weekly as a national newspaper af. 
the retail price of 3d. It is obtainable by 
your wholesaler at the usual rates from the 
Publishers, at 3 Blackstock Road, Lender, 
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Would Christ have 
pressed the button? 


[J NDER the above title the Fellow- 

ship of Reconciliation have pub- 
lished a leaflet placing the issue of 
participation in war squarely before 
Christian youth. It has been written 
by John Ferguson, MA, BD, Lecturer 
in Classics in the University of 
Durham. 


“On Aug. 6, 1945,” he writes, “a 
man in an aeroplane pressed a button, 
and more than 80,000 human lives were 
extinguished. Saints and _ sinners, 
martyrs and murderers, innocent and 
guilty, those on the threshold of life 
and those on the threshold of death, 
soldiers, munition workers, doctors, 
nurses, fire service, ambulance service, 
civil defence, were all swallowed up in 
a single holocaust. It is well that we 
should be clear at the outset as to the 
nature of modern war. Because of this 
you must ask yourself with a new ur- 
gency whether it can ever be right to 
take part in these things, and whether 
the nature of war today does not de- 
mand from the Christian that he shall 
utterly renounce it. 

. «+, The question which faces the 
Christian in all its stark* simplicity is 
this—would Christ have pressed the 
button which released the atomic des- 
truction upon Hiroshima? We pray 
that Christ may dwell in our hearts; 
if that action could not be His, then it 
cannot be ours if we are true to our 
calling as His disciples. Modern war 
is utterly alien to the mind of Christ, 
and we as Christians can play no part 
in waging it. 

Few things are more terrifying than 
the way events can drag us down to 
their level. In 1940 a Christian leader 
wrote: ‘If war degenerates into wilful 
slaughter of the innocent, Christians 
must either become pacifists or give up 
their religion.” In 1949, after _ the 
bombing of Hamburg and Hiroshima, 
the writer is still opposing pacifism. 

Copies of the leaflet, published by 
the FoR, us Gordon Square, London, 
WC1, are obtainable from either _the 
publishers or from Peace News, Lid., 
@ Blackstock Road, N4. Price 1d. 
(postage id.) or 9d. dozen (postage 


LETTERS 


Disclaimer 
MAY I make it clear that in signing the 
letter referred to on the front page 
of PN, Oct. 7,.1 did so as a private 
individual. ; ¥ 
The fact that I am_ Executive Vice- 
President of the Atomic Scientists Associa- 
tion should not have been added to my 
signature, since that Association is In no 
way committed to the views expressed in 
the letter. I wish it were. 
KATHLEEN LONSDALE 


121 Station Road, West Drayton. 


The reprieve? 

J WAS glad to know the life of Mrs. 
Williams; of the WRAC, has been 

apared, but a life sentence in prison 1s, as 

I see it, a living death. - 
Here is a young woman who went into 

the Services, was married, and soon fell to 

the evils which are bred in military camps. 
We should think it eed to allow our 
ughters to belong to such a gang. 

ae - M. OWEN 


4 College Sq., Lianelly. 


HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP 
An urgent announcement 


HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP faces serious 
difficulty, which you can resolve, af you will. 
Since transferring from Shaftesbury 
Avenue to the offices of Peace News, we 
efforts to ge 


our turnover. 
partial or complete refusal of trade 
facilities from the Publishers 
Association. 


A propagandist society needs unhampered 
Ripplice of all relevant books, and AA ae 
of promoting the sale of works conducive to 
peace. Housmans exists to make this im- 
_ portant contribution to pacifist work. 


If Peace News readers order their books 
from us we can continue our job, de- 
voting the profits to the Peace News 
deficit. We give prompt and careful 
service and at nresent can obtain all 
available books from Children’s 
Annuals to learned works, 


Send for our Christmas list and please give 
us your full support in this venture of 
pacifist bookselling. 


HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP LIMITED 
3 Blackstock Road : London - N.4 


| SOCIALISTS CALL 
UNITED EUROPE 
CONFERENCE 


A NATIONAL Conference is being called 
ax by the British Centre of the Socialist 
Movement for the United States of Europe 
to be held in London on Saturday and Sun- 
day, October 22 and 23. 


The Conference is being arranged by men 
and women in the Labour and Socialist 
Movement who realise the importance of 
arousing interest and enthusiasm in the 
future of Europe from the standpoint of 
democratic and libertarian socialism. 


It wil devote itself to the following 
subjects:— 

1. An examination of the results of the re- 
cent European Assembly held = at 
Strasbourg. 

2. The dollar crisis and devaluation, 


. The Political and Economic relations be- 
tween the Continent, Great Britain and 
the Commonwealth. 


. The structure of Nationalised Industries 
in Great Britain. 


. The integration of Germany in Europe. 
The nomination of delegates to attend 
the International Conference of the 
SMUSE in France during November. 


R. W. G. Mackay, one of the Labour MPs 
at Strasbourg, will be giving his impres- 
sions of the Assembly. 


Among those supporting the London Con- 
ference are 16 MPs and Bob Edwards, 
Chemital Workers’ Union; David Gibson, 
ILP; John MeNair, ILP; Will Morris, Co- 
Op party; Stuart Morris, PPU; Dr. C. A. 
Smith; Sybil Wingate. 

Conference papers may be obtained from 
John McNair, 318 Regents Park Road, 
Finchley, N3. 


oo 
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New Sergeant-Major Story 


“Love the Army,” was the headline 
given by the Daily Express on Tuesday, Oct. 
11 to an Associated Press report from 
Prague that Czech mothers were told to 
educate their children “to love the people’s 
democratic army.” 


Goethe, by Albert Schweitzer. Adam and 


Charles Black, 6s. 


“WE are commemorating the death of 
" Goethe in the most stupendous hour 

of fate that has ever sounded for humanity.” 
Those words of Albert Schweitzer in his 
address at the celebration at Frankfort-on- 
Main on March 22, 1932, are even truer to- 
day than they were then. They perhaps 
make it more natural that we should look 


to Goethe now for some hope in this ‘“ stu- 
pendous hour.” And Goethe, who stood 
alone from the fashionable, philosophic 


thought of his time, was, as Schweitzer 
tells us, “the first to experience something 
like fear for the future of humanity.” So 
what has he to tell us ? 

In this little book—-perceptive and pene- 
trating—Schweitzer tells us of his own 
debt to Goethe (his address at Frankfort on 
receiving the Goethe Prize “for services to 
humanity ” in 1928), and writes of Goethe’s 
message for our time (the address at the 
centenary of Goethe’s death), and of Goethe 
the thinker (a special article he contri- 
buted to “ Europe” in 1932). 

Goethe, with some inheritance from Hindu 
and Chinese philosophy (he has some _ in- 
teresting affinities with Lao Tzu!) found 
God in Nature and lived himself in close 
spiritual union with Nature. For him, God 
was in all things and all things in God. 

I’m not sure that his discovery of moral 
order in Nature, is an entirely. satisfactory 
answer to Kant, but Schweitzer outlines it 
clearly and concisely in a book of great sin- 
cerity and conviction. Goethe’s message for 
us he puts briefly as: 

“Strive to be really man! And thou 
thyself be as man living an inner life, a 
man who, in a way that corresponds to 
his own nature, is a man of action,” and 
“Remain human with your own souls.” 
Had Goethe developed a system of philo- 

sophy, would European thought have been 
so helpless in the face of natural sciences ? 
It is a fascinating speculation that 
Schweitzer leaves us with. 


HARDIMAN SCOTT 


Britain’s Foremost Political Weekly 


THE SOCIALIST LEADER 


A Paper which has consistently 
opposed War and Imperialism 
throughout the past fifty years 


Price 2d. 


Obtainable from your newsagent or from: 


318, REGENTS PARK ROAD 
FINCHLEY, LONDON, N.3 
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Vera Brittain’s 
Tour 


(Continued from page five) 


argument more interesting than those of 
the recruiting sergeant! 

She and Will Parkin held some hundreds 
of people for nearly three hours and were 
supported by many of the members of the 
Bristol Group who sold Peace News and 
gave out leaflets. 


A literary event 


In the evening, by kind permission of 
Mr. and Mrs. Elliot, of Towerlease, where 
both Laurence Housman and Vera Brittain 
were staying, an opportunity was given to 
about 100 people to hear Vera Brittain give 
a reading from her writings. 

She was introduced by Laurence Hous- 
man who gave an inspiring pacifist speech. 

Vera Brittain read from her novels 
“Born 1925,” “Honourable Estate,” and 
from “On Becoming A Writer.” 

The real treat of the evening was some 
extracts from her book on John Bunyan, 
which is to be published in the New Year. 
The audience were privileged to have some 
idea, in advance of publication, of a book 
which is not only a biography of John Bun- 
yan but a piece of writing in which the 
author has bravely and freely expressed 
her pacifist philosophy of life. 

A collection of £11 was taken. 


Lord Boyd Orr’s 
message 


to Birmingham 


J ORD BOYD ORR has sent the following 

4 message to the Birmingham Peace 
Council in connection with the Birmingham 
Peace Week: 


“There are a number of international 
organisations working for World Unity 
and World Peace. I strongly urge every 
citizen of Birmingham to join the local 
branch of one of these organisations and 
so add their influence to the world-wide 


Religious Freedom in Bulgaria and The 
Pastors’ Trial. Cr. 8vo. 82pp. and cover. 
(New Central European Observer, Lon- 
don: 35 Pont Street, S.W.1., 6d.) 


TINHERE seems little doubt that, under the 

present Communist regime in Bulgaria, 
religious minorities there enjoy a liberty 
to assemble themselves and hold services 
according to their own rites, which they 
have never known before, and documents 
quoted in the first section of this pamphlet, 
which describes the constitutional recogni- 
tion of the various churches, their size and 
activities, show that synods, convocations 
and individual religious leaders have grate- 
fully acknowledged the fact. 


The Law on the Churches, which came 
into force in February this year and is 
printed as an appendix, reveals how re- 
stricted this freedom is in other than ritual 
matters. Inter alia it provides that finances 
and the appointment of the ministers are 
to be subject to supervision by the State, 
and copies of the budget and all circulars, 
epistles and publications must be sent to the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs “for informa- 
tion.” Churches may not open schools 
(other than Theological schools), hospitals 
or orphanages, or establish youth organi- 
sations. ‘‘The mentioning of the Supreme 
State Authority, or of any of its organs, 
during religious services or ceremonies, or 
on solemn occasions, is done only in terms 
previously approved by the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs.” 

The section dealing with the trial last 


February_of fifteen pastors on espionage 
charges insists that the trial was a fair one, 


Consultations, by »ppointment 


TOM KEELL WOLFE 


Registered Naturopath 


Graduate of Edinburgh School 
Natura] Therapeutics 


Promenade, Cheltenham, 


of 


21 Glos. 


At 
MOUNT AVALON 


I aim to encourage friendliness and a 
sense of community; provide good 
vegetarian food, much of it fresh from 
the garden; and offer terms which are 
as reasonable as possible. The posi- 
tion of Mount Avalon is a very beauti- 
ful one, and it is situated in one of 
the moat interesting and romantic 
parts of Somerset. If you have re- 
tired from work and feel lonely you 
might consider it as a permanent 
home; if you are tired of work, as a 
place to find rest and recuperation. 
If you know of one or two who need 
a holiday and cannot afford it ,I will 
gladly have them for a fortnight free 
of charge. 


Write to Arthur Mann 


Mount Avajon, Glastonbury, Somerset 
Tel. 221 
SS TT Te 


Sybil Morrison's 


CAMPAIGN 
COLUMN 


Two Russian “ peace offerings” are && 
pected to reach the floor of the United 
Nations public meetings next week—t 
new disarmament proposal and the Fit 
Power Peace Pact. 


The Russians ... hope that this sessio® 
may see the easing of internation 
tension. 


Mr. Truman and his advisors have cot 
cluded that Russia’s possession of 
atumiec bomb calls not for a conciliatort 
approach to her, but for even strong@ 
opposition to her expansionist policih 
No suggestion of a new approach 
Russia hag received even the briefest cow 
sideration here. 


~—The Observer, Sunday Oct. 9 
1949. 


. 


“TT’S only for defence,” shouted $ 


serious young soldier at the open-s! 1 


meeting at which I spoke on Bristol Dot 
last Sunday. 


That he believed this to be true there ca! 
be no doubt; that he was genuinely com 
cerned to serve the cause of peace by joi” 
ing the Army was pathetically patenti 
propaganda had done its work. 


“Russia now has the atom bomb!” ¥ 
told me, aghast that I should suggest a cof 
ciliatory approach to the Russian peace pi™ 
posals. Forgotten was the fact that 
made our plans in this country for “de 
fence” in terms of the Atlantic Pact and? 
budgeted £760,000,000 for armaments, lot 
before it was known that Russia held thé 
atom bomb. | 


Many people think that the Russian di¥ 
covery makes peace more, likely; that tne 
possession of the bomb by Russia would | 
make the atmosphere for negotiation mot 
favourable. The pronouncements tht 
week-end should surely disabuse people’ 
minds of that pious hope once and for 3! 


The only true equality is total disarm® 
ment and there need be no secret compet” 
tion in that respect. 


_That Russia has politically expansion! 
aims seems fairly obvious, though it coul@ 
of course, be argued that satellite staté 
would not have been necessary to the Sov! 
Union (we used to call them “ buffer 
states when they protected British, 1% 
terests) if the West and East had remained 
“ereat and glorious allies.” 


It was, after all, the West who used thé 
atom bomb and refused to share the secre 
giving Russia every right to say that thé 
secret was a threat to their country and ? 
world peace. 


It may well be that Russia would, in anf 
case, have tried to secure the continuance of 
its Communist regime by “ persuading 
countries on its frontier into the Sovie 
fold. But the notion that this method is 4 
military threat, and that it can be defeated 
by killing Communists in a third World 
War is so obviously futile that it is e% 
traordinary that the present Governme! 
can continue to deceive themselves (if the! 
do) let alone so many quite intelligent peop" 
in this country. 
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It is surely time to give serious cot | 


sideration to the Russian peace proposa 
If they are all bluff then the bluff can 
called by seeing their cards, not by refus’ 
ing to play; if it is not bluff then the pro 
posals could obviously be a basis for 
peace pact. That is what ordinary peoP 
all over the world want; it is not an im 
practicable ideal, it is a real possibility. 


If our Government will not listen to thé 
Soviet Union’s peace points then we mus 


press them to put forward peace proposs” | 


|or their own. Let us make peace. This ! 
the pacifist message; this is our task; th# 
our opportunity. 

| 


Pea raat 


Help us to Raise £500 to contin! 
PEACE NEWS’ WORK 


Send now for examples of our 


GQhristmas Cards 


Nine beautiful and original designs 

pacifist artists. An assortment to suit 

tastes and requirements, from Sd. to 
each, with envelopes. 


z 


re 


Special discounts for groups, bazaat 
quantity orders, ete. Splendid fua% 
raisers for organisations of all kind3 


Four samples 1s. 6d. post free. 
One of each ha be Ss. 6d. post free. 


With full particulars and order form 


. * 


ENDSLEIGH CARDS 


(Peace News Ltd.) 


3 Blackstock Road, London, N-4 
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